
Band leader and guitarist Michael Lipton, also the founder/director of the
WV Music Hall of Fame and house guitarist for NPR’s Mountain Stage, brings
an historical perspective to the group’s sound and stories, connecting
listeners to the rich and varied music traditions of Appalachia.

They have appeared on NPR radio shows “Mountain Stage” and “Whad’Ya
Know?” As hosts of the storied “post-Mountain Stage Jam” they have been
joined onstage by guests including Tyler Childers, Taj Mahal, Sierra Ferrell,
Jason Isbell, Amanda Shires, Margo Price, Steve Poltz, Todd Snider, Gov’t
Mule, NRBQ, Kukuruza (Russia) and Mokomba (Zimbabwe). Their six studio
albums include guest artists Bill Kirchen, Jerry Douglas, Shemekia Copeland,
and Paul Thorn. They have recorded and performed with British folk-blues
icon Kevin Coyne; singer/songwriter Nellie McKay; singer/actress Ann
Magnuson; NRBQ co-founder Steve Ferguson. 
 
Besides performing across the U.S., The Ants have toured Moscow three
times, playing venues including the prestigious Russia Concert Hall and a
nationally televised performance to an audience of over 100 million. Their
seven tours of Slovakia and the Czech Republic have included festivals and
events for the Roma community and Ukraine refugees, taking their music
across the globe.

with MaryHott
Over four decades and more than 4,500 performances, The Carpenter
Ants, a quartet steeped in Appalachian gospel-soul and roots-country,
has amassed a resume that rivals many national groups, elevating them

to the role of “legacy artist” by fellow roots musicians, past and present.
When they join forces with singer/songwriter Mary Hott an additional

dimension of story and song awaits the audience. 

singer/songwriter Mary Hott
As a 7  generation West Virginian, Mary brings the authenticity of her country gospel
roots combined with her decades of performing jazz, rock and blues when living in NYC
and Boston. She was a sought-after studio singer who worked with jazz greats, even
studying vocal improv with Bobby McFerrin. She has opened shows for The J. Geils
Band, Steve Earle & The Dukes, and Asleep at the Wheel. Mary has performed on NPR
Music’s “Mountain Stage” radio show and at a White House tree lighting. She has
recorded two albums of original music, with 2021’s “Devil in the Hills” garnering
international attention for its portrayal of stories from The Mountain State, which the
Associated Press called “grim history beautifully told.” No Depression magazine’s Amos
Perrine included it in their top 10 roots albums of the year along with titles from Sierra
Ferrell, John R. Miller, Amythyst Kiah, and Allison Russell.
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“Mary Hott has put to music the tragic tale of West Virginia’s mine wars,  bringing the
wrongs to light in a powerful way…    She has a first-rate supporting cast in the Carpenter
Ants, with indie rock veteran Don Dixon (R.E.M., Smithereens) and Mountain Stage house
band guitarist Michael Lipton co-producing. The music is rootsy rock with echoes of
Appalachia.”  – Steven Wine, Associated Press

The Carpenter Ants

The Carpenter Ants

“This gospel, rock ‘n soul outfit belongs in a coterie of under sung, iconoclastic American roots bands whose
music resides so far outside the mainstream they’ve never gotten the critical or commercial success
they’ve so richly deserved. Others I’d include in that group would be the Amazing Rhythm Aces, NRBQ,
Hacienda Brothers and Los Lobos. Luminous company indeed.”  - Brad Wernle, Manchester at Night
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