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Release pairs first-person accounts
of life in coal camps with music
Paw Paw native drawn to stories reflecting heritage of freed
slaves and immigrants drawn to mines by promise of jobs
FOR THE CUMBERLAND TIMES-NEWS

BERKELEY
SPRINGS,
W.Va. — Singer/songwriter Mary Hott has released
“Devil In The Hills: Coal
Country Reckoning,” a song
cycle that was inspired by the
first-person accounts of life
deep in West Virginia’s southern coalfields.
“It was a life that was, at
best, tough,” said Hott. “At its
worst, it was a life dominated by the systemic oppression that kept miners under
the thumb of coal companies,
their bosses and their henchmen.”
A seventh-generation West
Virginian who was born and
raised in Paw Paw, with a current population of just under
500, Hott was led to the stories by a visit to The Whipple
Company Store, a former coal
company store-turned-museum in Fayette County.
The building’s owner shared

her collection of first-person
stories from former coal camp
residents.
Hott was drawn to the stories as she recognized similarities in her own family’s
history. What
followed was
a
three-year
journey which
was, by turns,
“debilitating
and spiritually cleansing,”
she said.
MARY HOTT
The
tales
were haunting, reflecting the
cultural heritage of the freed
slaves and immigrants from
dozens of countries who had
been lured to the mines with
the promise of jobs, Hott said.
And for the first time, many
women spoke out. Their
heart-wrenching stories had
been kept secret within their
families for decades, she
added.
“From the moment I read

the stories I connected with
the heartache and pain,”
said Hott. “Those people
were at the end of their lives
when they shared stories
from decades before about
the rape, torture, and murder that took place in the coal
camps, to terrorize miners
and their families, to keep
them from unionizing. It took
me a long time to complete
this album, partly because
I had to take breaks and
reevaluate whether I could
open to the emotions of it all.”
She spent three years sorting through the stories, writing the lyrics and, finally,
turning them into songs that
would stand on their own.
“As a culture we must
acknowledge our deepest
wounds in order to move
forward. For years we have
acknowledged
what
the
extraction industries have
done to our soil, air and water,
but not what has been done to

our people,” said Hott, who
lived in New York City and
Boston before moving back to
the Mountain State. She has
resided in Berkeley Springs
since 2006.
To frame these stories in a
compelling musical context,
Hott enlisted The Carpenter Ants, a longstanding West
Virginia
gospel-soul-Americana group that, in addition to its own releases, has
backed a number of singer/
songwriters on their projects.
The result is a collaboration
in the truest sense, with the
music and songs evolving
together.
To bring the project to fruition, Hott called upon Don
Dixon who, for more than
four decades, has been one of
the most prolific and versatile
engineers and producers in
pop and indie music.
The album is accompanied by a 24-page booklet that
invites the listener into the
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Singer/songwriter Mary Hott has released “Devil In The Hills: Coal
Country Reckoning,” a song cycle that was inspired by the first-person
accounts of life deep in West Virginia’s southern coalfields.
background stories and grim
historical context. The music
itself ranges from bluesy
Americana and roots rock
to Celtic and gospel, and the
deep groove of the anthemic
“Rise Up, WV.”
The album is mostly original songs with two covers:
one a traditional gospel song,
the other a unique southern

gospel version of West Virginia’s adopted state song, “Take
Me Home, Country Roads.”
It is an ongoing project,
with more songs being written as more stories are discovered.
For
more
information
onHott and the stories behind
the album, go to www.DevilintheHills.com.

Stay focused on education, Moore implores
State treasurer reminds residents to fill out FAFSA forms, apply for college programs
FOR THE CUMBERLAND TIMES-NEWS

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — State
Treasurer Riley Moore is encouraging West Virginia students and parents to “focus on the future” in February and remain diligent in planning
for a college or vocational education.
That includes making sure students fill out their Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA),
apply for the PROMISE Scholarship
and participate in college savings
programs offered through the state
treasurer’s office.

For kindergarten through fifth
grade students, the state treasurer’s
office recently launched the 2021 edition of the SMART529 “When I Grow
Up” student and teacher essay contest. The annual essay contest gives
students around the state the chance
to win up to $5,000 in SMART529 savings for higher education.
Entries will be judged among five
regions in three age groups (K-1,
2-3, 4-5), making for a total of 15
regional winners. The 15 winners
will be awarded $500 invested into
SMART529 college savings accounts.

the state Higher Education Policy
Commission, PROMISE Scholarship
applications are down nearly 50%
since last year.
Seniors also need to complete their
Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) as soon as possible.
The FAFSA application is a first
step for many financial aid programs,
including West Virginia’s needsbased Higher Education Grants.
Students will need to turn in FAFSA
forms by March 1 if they intend to
also apply for the PROMISE Scholarship, or by April 15 in order to qualify

Out of the regional winners, one
grand prize winner will be randomly selected to receive $5,000 in
SMART529 scholarship money. Each
winner’s school will also receive a
$500 cash award.
Moore also urged current high
school seniors to take advantage of
the various state and federal scholarship, grant and financial aid programs that are available — specifically the PROMISE Scholarship,
which has an application deadline of
March 1.
According to current data from

for the needs-based grants.
Applications for PROMISE Scholarships are due March 1 and can be
found online at www.cfwv.com/promise. The FAFSA form is available at
www.fafsa.gov.
The state also offers a wide variety of scholarships and grants for
certain specific fields, such as the
Engineering, Science and Technology Scholarship and Nursing Scholarship Program.
More information on those
degree-specific programs can be
found at www.cfwv.com.

Educators in
Mineral County
can be nominated
Teacher of Year forms available at
schools, board of education office
FOR THE CUMBERLAND TIMES-NEWS

KEYSER, W.Va. — Nominations for Mineral County’s
2021-2022 Teacher of the Year
are now being accepted.
Faculty senate chairpersons,
Local School Improvement
Council chairpersons, parent
coordinators, colleagues, students, former students, parents, members of parent or
booster groups and citizens of
the community may nominate
a teacher for the recognition.
Forms are available at all
schools and the board office.
February 23, 2021
pm
Nominations
are 6:44
to be
received by W. Scott Staley,
director of administrative ser-

• Inspire students of all
backgrounds and abilities to
learn.
• Have the respect and
admiration of students, parents and colleagues.
• Play an active and useful
role in the community as well
as in the school.
• Be poised, articulate and
possess good communication
skills.
The Teacher of the Year
Selection Committee is made
up of past Mineral County
Teachers of the Year, selected
principals
and selected board
(GMT
-5:00)
office staff. The superintendent
will be responsible for mak-
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