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Family Owned
& Operated

Home Cooked Food at 
Affordable Prices!

Linda’s 
Old Furnace
Restaurant

Only minutes from 
Cumberland and well 

worth the trip

Linda’s Old Furnace 
Restaurant, located 
on Route 28 South

near the Old Furnace, 
serves a wide variety 
of American cuisine 
that will satisfy your 

appetite and not 
break your wallet!

• Breakfast • Dinner
• Lunch • Desserts
• Daily & Sunday Specials

HOURS:
Monday-Saturday 7 am-2 pm

  Sunday: 8 am-2 pm

Rt. 28 Furnace Acres
(304) 738-7000

Rt. 28 Furnace Acres • 304-738-7000

Breakfast Served All Day!

NEW HOURS: Monday – Saturday 7 a.m. – 2 p.m.• Sunday – 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Linda’s Old 
Furnace

Restaurant
SUNDAY SPECIALS
• Cavatini with salad & garlic bread
• Ham & Pineapple

Need Metal Roofing?
Let us provide you with all your metal roofing and siding needs.

ATTENTION!
Contractors, Farmers 

& Homeowners

√ 28 gauge Steel √ Screws
√ 26 gauge Steel √ Lumber
√ All Kinds of Trim √ Insulation

√ Custom Trim Available

855-738-1125
Conveniently located 3 miles 

South of Cumberland on Rt. 28

Hitches, Bike Racks 
& Auto Accessories

Rt. 28 North, Fort Ashby, WV • 304-298-3636
www.fortashbycampersales.com

Leaking Roof
or Structure 

Damage?
Stop By! 

We Can Fix It!

Century Truck 
Caps Available
Printable Coupons at 

www.centurycaps.com

From the Smallest Job to 
the Biggest RV Restorations!

Full Line of Accessories

   
  FORT ASHBYCamper Sales

& TRUCK ACCESSORIES INC
WeatherTech®

Camper Sales
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FOR THE CUMBERLAND TIMES-NEWS

BERKELEY SPRINGS, 
W.Va. — Singer/songwrit-
er Mary Hott has released 
“Devil In The Hills: Coal 
Country Reckoning,” a song 
cycle that was inspired by the 
first-person accounts of life 
deep in West Virginia’s south-
ern coalfields.

“It was a life that was, at 
best, tough,” said Hott. “At its 
worst, it was a life dominat-
ed by the systemic oppres-
sion that kept miners under 
the thumb of coal companies, 
their bosses and their hench-
men.”

A seventh-generation West 
Virginian who was born and 
raised in Paw Paw, with a cur-
rent population of just under 
500, Hott was led to the sto-
ries by a visit to The Whipple 
Company Store, a former coal 
company store-turned-muse-
um in Fayette County. 

The building’s owner shared 

her collection of first-person 
stories from former coal camp 
residents.

Hott was drawn to the sto-
ries as she recognized sim-
ilarities in her own family’s 

history. What 
followed was 
a three-year 
journey which 
was, by turns, 
“debilitating 
and spiritual-
ly cleansing,” 
she said.

The tales 
were haunting, reflecting the 
cultural heritage of the freed 
slaves and immigrants from 
dozens of countries who had 
been lured to the mines with 
the promise of jobs, Hott said. 
And for the first time, many 
women spoke out. Their 
heart-wrenching stories had 
been kept secret within their 
families for decades, she 
added.

“From the moment I read 

the stories I connected with 
the heartache and pain,” 
said Hott. “Those people 
were at the end of their lives 
when they shared stories 
from decades before about 
the rape, torture, and mur-
der that took place in the coal 
camps, to terrorize miners 
and their families, to keep 
them from unionizing. It took 
me a long time to complete 
this album, partly because 
I had to take breaks and 
reevaluate whether I could 
open to the emotions of it all.”

She spent three years sort-
ing through the stories, writ-
ing the lyrics and, finally, 
turning them into songs that 
would stand on their own.

“As a culture we must 
acknowledge our deepest 
wounds in order to move 
forward. For years we have 
acknowledged what the 
extraction industries have 
done to our soil, air and water, 
but not what has been done to 

our people,” said Hott, who 
lived in New York City and 
Boston before moving back to 
the Mountain State. She has 
resided in Berkeley Springs 
since 2006.

To frame these stories in a 
compelling musical context, 
Hott enlisted The Carpen-
ter Ants, a longstanding West 
Virginia gospel-soul-Amer-
icana group that, in addi-
tion to its own releases, has 
backed a number of singer/
songwriters on their projects. 
The result is a collaboration 
in the truest sense, with the 
music and songs evolving 
together.

To bring the project to fru-
ition, Hott called upon Don 
Dixon who, for more than 
four decades, has been one of 
the most prolific and versatile 
engineers and producers in 
pop and indie music.

The album is accompa-
nied by a 24-page booklet that 
invites the listener into the 

background stories and grim 
historical context. The music 
itself ranges from bluesy 
Americana and roots rock 
to Celtic and gospel, and the 
deep groove of the anthemic 
“Rise Up, WV.” 

The album is mostly orig-
inal songs with two covers: 
one a traditional gospel song, 
the other a unique southern 

gospel version of West Virgin-
ia’s adopted state song, “Take 
Me Home, Country Roads.”

It is an ongoing project, 
with more songs being writ-
ten as more stories are dis-
covered.

For more information 
onHott and the stories behind 
the album, go to www.Devilin-
theHills.com.

Release pairs first-person accounts 
of life in coal camps with music

Submitted Photo

Singer/songwriter Mary Hott has released “Devil In The Hills: Coal 
Country Reckoning,” a song cycle that was inspired by the first-person 
accounts of life deep in West Virginia’s southern coalfields.

MARY HOTT

Paw Paw native drawn to stories reflecting heritage of freed 
slaves and immigrants drawn to mines by promise of jobs

FOR THE CUMBERLAND TIMES-NEWS

KEYSER, W.Va. — Nomi-
nations for Mineral County’s 
2021-2022 Teacher of the Year 
are now being accepted.

Faculty senate chairpersons, 
Local School Improvement 
Council chairpersons, parent 
coordinators, colleagues, stu-
dents, former students, par-
ents, members of parent or 
booster groups and citizens of 
the community may nominate 
a teacher for the recognition. 

Forms are available at all 
schools and the board office.

Nominations are to be 
received by W. Scott Staley, 
director of administrative ser-
vices, by 4 p.m. on March 19. 
Nominees must agree to be 
considered for the honor, sign 
the nomination form and com-
plete the required application 
materials.

This recognition is open to 
early childhood, middle/junior 
high and adolescent level 
teachers of all subject areas.

The candidate should:
• Be an exceptionally 

dedicated, knowledgeable 
and skilled teacher in any 
state-approved or accredit-
ed school, pre-kindergarten 
through grade 12, who is plan-
ning to continue in an active 
teaching status (supervisory 
and administrative responsi-
bilities should be of a second-
ary consideration.)

• Inspire students of all 
backgrounds and abilities to 
learn.

• Have the respect and 
admiration of students, par-
ents and colleagues.

• Play an active and useful 
role in the community as well 
as in the school.

• Be poised, articulate and 
possess good communication 
skills.

The Teacher of the Year 
Selection Committee is made 
up of past Mineral County 
Teachers of the Year, selected 
principals and selected board 
office staff. The superintendent 
will be responsible for mak-
ing the formal selection and 
announcement.

The local board sponsors the 
Teacher of the Year program 
in Mineral County schools, 
and the West  Virginia Board 
of Education sponsors the pro-
gram on the state level. West 
Virginia’s Teacher of the Year 
is a candidate for National 
Teacher of the Year.

Individuals or groups who 
may be interested in support-
ing the recognition program 
to honor outstanding teachers 
may contact Staley.

Questions concerning the 
Teacher of the Year recogni-
tion program, selection pro-
cess, or eligibility should be 
directed to Staley at 304-788-
4200, extension 118.

Educators in 
Mineral County 
can be nominated

FOR THE CUMBERLAND TIMES-NEWS

ROMNEY, W.Va. — Local musician and recording engineer 
Ben Townsend will perform alongside guests, including Jim 
Townsend, Charles Wesley Godwin and Levi Houston Sanders, 
for the opening of a spring concert series at The Bottling Works.

Songs with a Sense of Place will take place March 13 with a vir-
tual concert at 7:30 p.m.

Additional performances in the series include The Tabernacle 
Project on April 10 and Stories of our Best-loved Tunes on May 15.

The series is sponsored in part by the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Arts, Culture and History. 

For more information, visit www.hampshirearts.org.

FOR THE CUMBERLAND TIMES-NEWS

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — State 
Treasurer Riley Moore is encourag-
ing West Virginia students and par-
ents to “focus on the future” in Feb-
ruary and remain diligent in planning 
for a college or vocational education.

That includes making sure stu-
dents fill out their Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), 
apply for the PROMISE Scholarship 
and participate in college savings 
programs offered through the state 
treasurer’s office.

For kindergarten through fifth 
grade students, the state treasurer’s 
office recently launched the 2021 edi-
tion of the SMART529 “When I Grow 
Up” student and teacher essay con-
test. The annual essay contest gives 
students around the state the chance 
to win up to $5,000 in SMART529 sav-
ings for higher education.

Entries will be judged among five 
regions in three age groups (K-1, 
2-3, 4-5), making for a total of 15 
regional winners. The 15 winners 
will be awarded $500 invested into 
SMART529 college savings accounts. 

Out of the regional winners, one 
grand prize winner will be ran-
domly selected to receive $5,000 in 
SMART529 scholarship money. Each 
winner’s school will also receive a 
$500 cash award.

Moore also urged current high 
school seniors to take advantage of 
the various state and federal schol-
arship, grant and financial aid pro-
grams that are available — specif-
ically the PROMISE Scholarship, 
which has an application deadline of 
March 1.

According to current data from 

the state Higher Education Policy 
Commission, PROMISE Scholarship 
applications are down nearly 50% 
since last year. 

Seniors also need to complete their 
Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) as soon as possible.

The FAFSA application is a first 
step for many financial aid programs, 
including West Virginia’s needs-
based Higher Education Grants. 
Students will need to turn in FAFSA 
forms by March 1 if they intend to 
also apply for the PROMISE Scholar-
ship, or by April 15 in order to qualify 

for the needs-based grants.
Applications for PROMISE Schol-

arships are due March 1 and can be 
found online at www.cfwv.com/prom-
ise. The FAFSA form is available at 
www.fafsa.gov.

The state also offers a wide vari-
ety of scholarships and grants for 
certain specific fields, such as the 
Engineering, Science and Technolo-
gy Scholarship and Nursing Scholar-
ship Program. 

More information on those 
degree-specific programs can be 
found at www.cfwv.com.

Stay focused on education, Moore implores
State treasurer reminds residents to fill out FAFSA forms, apply for college programs

Teacher of Year forms available at 
schools, board of education office

Spring concert series starts 
next month in Romney


